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P lacing North arrows on plan sheets that have been rotated requires that you

set the active angle to the sheet rotation angle. If you don’t know the view

rotation (and don’t want to take the time to determine it), let AccuDraw figure it

out for you. Okay, we know. It seems like when it comes to MicroStation, you’re

either an AccuDraw person or you’re not. If you fall in the camp that chooses to

ignore AccuDraw, you may want to reconsider and turn it on for this handy time-

saving tip.

1 Start MicroStation and open your file/model that has been rotated.

2 Start AccuDraw.

3 Attach the cell library containing

your

North arrow

cell and make

it your active

placement

cell.
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On the Side 

Q:How can I prevent

InRoads’ dialog boxes

from collapsing automatically

when an Apply button is 

executed?

A:In Tools>Options, select

the General tab and tog-

gle off Collapse Dialog Boxes

Automatically. If you want this to

be your default setting, choose

Preferences>Save, then Apply. If

you only want this setting for the

current session, just Apply.



4 Select the place cell command and scale the cell as necessary.

The cell is attached to your cursor at the current active
angle of the design file.

5 Set the focus to AccuDraw’s keyin box, then

press T on the keyboard to rotate AccuDraw’s

compass to the original top view of the model. This

allows you to place the cell true North.

6To rotate AccuDraw’s compass back to the

view, press V. 

There are several other keyboard shortcuts for using AccuDraw and rotating the compass. For example, the RQ (Quick

Rotate) shortcut allows you to rotate the compass to the angle of any line by snapping on two points. This is great for placing

cells perpendicular or parallel to other elements. For a list of all available shortcuts, set the focus to AccuDraw and press the ?

key.
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